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Prairie Land Welcomes Students from Brazil 

Twenty-three students from Brazil take in the scenery in Drumheller. These students are attending school throughout Prairie 

Land schools as part of the division’s International Program. In addition to being immersed in high school classes, the students 

are getting to see Alberta and experience life on the prairies.  
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F 
ebruary was a big month for Prairie Land. The divi-

sion welcomed 30 new students from Brazil. 

“We are really excited about this opportunity,” ex-

plains Ron Davies, the coordinator for the division’s 

International Program. 

Thirty students in Grades 10-12 arrived in February to partici-

pate in a homestay program, allowing the Brazilian students to 

become fully immersed in Canadian culture. 

“These students are excited to come to Canada so they can 

learn English and gain a better understanding of the language,” 

explains Davies, adding that by becoming fluent in English 

these students can change their socio-economic status, having 

more opportunities available for them. 

This particular group of students has worked hard to receive a 

grant from Brazilian government, allowing them to participate 

in the homestay program.  

While the division has been building and promoting its Inter-

national Program since 2020, it was only in January 2022 that 

central office learned that the Brazilian students had chosen 

Prairie Land.  

“As a result of the recruiting efforts and the work that Ron has 

done with international agents, he was able to sell them on the 

merits of our division,” explains Superintendent Cam McKeage.  

“Ron has created a program that is second to none with other 

provincial international school programs in providing Alberta 

experiences for these individuals.” 

With students set to arrive mid-February, Davies worked tire-

lessly to find host families for all of the students– and the re-

sponse was phenomenal.  

During a virtual meeting with prospective homestay families, 

Davies expressed his gratitude, “I cannot thank you enough for 

all of you. I know these students will bless your lives.” 

Local families have opened up their homes to one or two in-

ternational students for the duration of the homestay.  

“We are really looking forward to being a homestay family for 

many reasons,” explains Saralyn Stel, who along with her hus-

band Jeff and three sons, are excited to welcome two Brazil 

students into their home.  

“As adults we have travelled many places in the world and 

been able to stay with homestay families in other countries - this 

is a great opportunity for us to give back.” 

Stel adds that this is a great opportunity for their children. 

“Our children have not travelled or been able to experience dif-

ferent cultures. We are thankful for the time they will spend 

sharing, learning, growing as they live alongside our Brazilian 

students.” 

The international students are attending school in Hanna, Mor-

rin, Delia and Youngstown where they are immersed in high 

school classes, athletics and a wide range of extra-curricular 

activities. Students take part in weekly English Language Learn-

ing sessions.  

The division is also planning monthly excursions with all of 

the international students to show them the beauty of Alberta, 

from the Rocky Mountains to Drumheller to exciting activities 

such as the West Edmonton Mall Waterpark.  

The division also has a student from China who is living in 

Calgary and is enrolled with the Prairie Land Online Academy. 

Brazil students Immersed in Canadian Culture 

International Students Loving Life in Alberta 

A 
s part of the International Student Program, seven 

students from Brazil are excited to call Delia home 

for the next few months. 

“It is very, very, very different from Brazil,” laughs 

Yasmin Moraes. The six other students all nod and laugh, agree-

ing that their first month been quite an experience. 

In just a few short weeks the students have settled in with their 

homestay families, gotten used to a full day of classes (in Brazil 

they only attended school for half of the day) and made everlast-

ing friendships. And of course, have learned to dress for the 

weather. 

“It is really cold,” said Bianka Schmoller, adding that in Bra-

zil, 10 degrees is cold, so minus 20 with a windchill is not en-

joyable. 

The students are taking regular classes with senior high stu-

dents, including English, Math, Science and PE. They also take 

part in weekly ESL lessons via Google Meet to help with their 

English. 

“Sometimes the language can be very hard,” explains Moraes.  

The students keep in regular contact with their families, but 

they admit it is hard to be so far from home. 

These students from Brazil are enjoying Alberta. Pictured 

from left to right are Allesandra, Julia, Leticia, Luis, Yasmin, 

Bianka and Lara. 

“My family was a little nervous at first,” said Schmoller. “But 

now that we are settled, I think they are happy.”  

Soon after their arrival the group was introduced to curling, a 

sport that you can’t find in Brazil. In a couple of weeks all of the 

international students will be learning to skate and ski. 
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CONNECT WITH 

YOUR SCHOOL  

TODAY 

Al-Amal Academy 

Phone: 825-996-5399 

Address: 9 Royal Vista Drive NW  Calgary, AB T3G 0E2 

Altario School 

Phone: 403-552-3828 

Address: General Delivery  Altario, Alberta  T0C 0E0 

Berry Creek Community School 

Phone: 1-844-566-3743 

Address: General Delivery  Cessford, Alberta  T1R 1E2 

Consort School 

Phone: 403-577-3654 

Address: Bag Service 1002  Consort, Alberta  T0C 1B0 

Delia School 

Phone: 403-364-3777 

Address: Box 236  Delia, Alberta  T0J 0W0 

Hope Christian School 

Phone: 403-897-3019 

Address: Box 235  Champion, Alberta  T0L 0R0 

J.C. Charyk Hanna School 

Phone: 403-854-3642 

Address: 801 4th Street West 

Box 1270  Hanna, Alberta  T0J 1P0 

Morrin School 

Phone: 403-772-3838 

Address: Box 10  Morrin, Alberta  T0J 2B0 

Veteran School 

Phone: 403-575-3915 

Address: Box 649  Veteran, Alberta T0C 2S0 

Youngstown School 

Phone: 403-779-3822 

Address: Box 69  Youngstown, Alberta 

T0J 3P0 

Colony Schools 

Contact Rebecca Webster Phone: 403-820-5250 

Rebecca.webster@plrd.ab.ca 

Prairie Land Online Academy 

Phone: 403-779-3822 x 9009 

Brian.giesbrecht@plrd.ab.ca 

Prairie Land Outreach School 

Phone: 403-854-3642 

New Trustees in Prairie Land 

I 
n September 2021, the Prairie Land Board of trustees welcomed two 

new trustees—Jinel Ference, for Altario/Consort and Ken Macfar-

lane for Morrin. 

“Education is part of who I am,” explains Ference, who has a degree 

in Education. “I am proud to be a trustee at Prairie Land because the stu-

dents are at the heart of the decisions.” 

Having been raised in rural, southern Alberta, Ference says it is nice to 

represent rural education. She is proud that her and her husband have set 

down roots on the family farm. 

Geographically Prairie Land is the largest school division in Alberta and 

the board’s eight trustees are committed to its students’ education. By 

keeping class sizes small and opportunities vast, trustees are always work-

ing to benefit our schools.  

 “Just giving our students an education is not good enough,” explains 

Board Chair Holli Smith. “We want it to be the best we can possibly offer 

with our principals going the extra mile to bring in the specialized pro-

grams their students need.” 

The division’s schools are 

deeply routed in their communi-

ties and trustees are responsible 

for listening to community mem-

bers’ concerns and advocating 

for their schools.  

For all of Prairie Land’s 

schools, the school is the hub of 

the community and Macfarlane, 

Ference and the rest of the trustees are proud to represent their rural com-

munities. 

Vice Chair Marsha Tkach says the community support is amazing in 

Prairie Land. 

“Our size allows us such flexibility to offer great opportunities for our 

students and our communities always jump in to support our schools.” 

Ference says Prairie Land is unique because of its rural focus and Smith 

agrees. 

“One of my most important jobs is making sure Alberta Education under-

stands the challenges the rural divisions face, but even more than that I 

want them to know how fantastic Prairie Land is and the outstanding ac-

complishments we have made as well,” says Smith, who has been a trustee 

for nine years with the division. 

“Serving as a trustee with Prairie Land is so important for me because I 

want to make sure our terrific rural schools have access to a first rate edu-

cation;” says Smith. 

“I want rural students to enjoy a great education but I also want them to 

make lots of fantastic memories that showcase the value of rural communi-

ties.” 

Ken Macfarlane agrees, “I am proud of the work Prairie Land does with 

our small rural schools.” 

Macfarlane says he wanted to get more involved with his children’s 

school and is glad he is able to advocate for his community. 

“Our children are so fortunate to get the quality education offered to 

them and be part of an amazing school. Prairie Land is unique because of 

the rural focus,” says Ference. 

“It truly is a division that is doing big things!” 

“I am proud of the work 

Prairie Land does with our 

small rural schools.” 

 

Trustee Ken Macfarlane 

http://altario.plrd.ab.ca/
http://bccs.plrd.ab.ca/
http://consort.plrd.ab.ca/
http://delia.plrd.ab.ca/
http://morrin.plrd.ab.ca/
http://jcc.plrd.ab.ca/
http://morrin.plrd.ab.ca/
http://veteran.plrd.ab.ca/
http://youngstown.plrd.ab.ca/
http://delia.plrd.ab.ca/
http://veteran.plrd.ab.ca/
http://youngstown.plrd.ab.ca/
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Box 670, 101 Palliser Trail 

Hanna, AB  T0J 1P0 

Phone: 403-854-4481 

Fax: 403-854-2803 

Toll Free: 1-800-601-3898 

www.plrd.ab.ca 

Prairie Land Pride is a  

bi-monthly  

publication focusing on the  

incredible work of our staff and 

students. 

For more information or to  

submit story ideas please email  

tanya.duckworth@plrd.ab.ca. 

L 
iteracy and numera-

cy skills are the 

building blocks of a 

child’s education. 

They play such an important 

role in learning that Prairie 

Land is making these funda-

mentals a priority.  

“Literacy and numeracy are 

the core of all of our work in 

schools and in life outside of 

schools,” explains Ellen Van-

derkolk, Prairie Land’s Curric-

ulum and Inclusive Education 

Coordinator.  

 “With a strong foundation 

of literacy and numeracy, all 

Prairie Land students will be 

able to pursue their passions, 

careers, and further studies 

successfully.” 

Currently the division has 

two experienced teachers 

working with classroom teach-

ers, targeting literacy interven-

tion, with plans to have a nu-

meracy strategist in place this 

spring.  

Developing Students’ Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

According to Bailey 

Almberg, one of the divi-

sion’s literacy strategists, 

teachers are seeing the im-

pact of the Covid-19 pan-

demic. 

“The pandemic has disrupt-

ed students’ routine, and for 

some, has created gaps in 

their learning,” says 

Almberg. 

“As literacy and numeracy 

form the foundation for 

learning in all subjects, we 

are seeing these gaps having 

an impact in students’ suc-

cess throughout the school 

day.” 

The division’s goal is to 

address these learning gaps 

and give students all the nec-

essary tools to be successful. 

In the fall of 2021, K-3 

teachers used classroom ob-

servational data and provin-

cial benchmark assessments 

to identify students needing 

extra support. 

“When they are in the 

schools, our strategists aim 

to work cooperatively and 

collaboratively with other 

professionals; modeling, 

coaching and supporting 

teachers and educational 

assistants with effective in-

structional, intervention and 

assessment strategies,” ex-

plains Vanderkolk, adding 

the response from teachers 

has been very positive.  

Almberg says that the time 

spent on literacy so far has 

been a new, successful mode 

of professional development 

for Prairie Land teachers.  

“Time to collaborate and 

build together is precious, 

and having the dedicated 

space and time has meant 

that many teachers are able 

to undertake and share in the 

really big tasks of literacy 

intervention and strategic 

instruction with support,” 

said Almberg. 

The division is starting 

with grades 1-3 and as the 

year goes on, they plan on 

broadening the scope to in-

clude upper elementary. 

“Ultimately, our goal is to 

provide support across Kin-

dergarten to Grade 9, support-

ing teachers in all subject are-

as to help students develop 

and improve their literacy and 

numeracy skills,” said Vander-

kolk.  

In addition to the literacy 

and numeracy strategists, the 

division has also hired addi-

tional educational assistants to 

help focus on intervention for 

struggling students as well as 

to support learning for all stu-

dents.  

Teachers and educational 

assistants can now work col-

laboratively with the strategist 

to design interventions for 

those students, while strate-

gists may provide support with 

resources for teachers, educa-

tional assistants, administra-

tors and families.  

Since the strategists are 

spending time in all Prairie 

Land schools, staff are also 

seeing ways to cultivate col-

laborative learning opportuni-

ties within and across schools. 

Grade 5/6 teacher Linda Eitzen (left) works with Prairie Land Literacy Strategist (right) Bailey 

Almberg on new literacy strategies. 


